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Special thanks to Merrill  
Sikorski for providing the photos from 

this event!  

SEEKING HOME FOR BEAUTIFUL PAINTING 
The City of Kenai has a beautiful painting of Captain Cook’s ship by a Kenai Central High School student.  They are 

currently storing it at City Hall and would like to find a new home for it.  The painting is approximately 6’ x 6’.  If any-
one is interested in displaying the painting at your office, please contact Mayor Pat Porter at 283-7535 for more infor-

mation.   

SEEKING VOLUNTEER GARDENER(S) 
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce office has a beautiful rock garden filled with an array of flowers in the summer 

time.  It requires routine weeding and upkeep that we need help with.  If you are interested or you know someone in-
terested in taking on this project this summer, please contact Tina at 283-7989 or email tina@kenaichamber.org.   

Chamber News 
Inside:  
- Welcome New and 
Renewing Members 
 

- More on Job Shadow 

Visit www.kenaichamber.shutterfly.com  
for photos from our events!  

JOIN THE AMBASSADORS TEAM!  
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce is proud to launch a new Chamber Ambassadors Program.  This is a great opportu-

nity to get involved in chamber events and gain exposure.  We are always seeking new ambassadors to join our team.  If 
you are interested, please join us at an upcoming meeting  

or call Tina at 283-7989.  
Next Meeting 

DATE: April 6th TIME: 12:00PM  LOCATION: 406 Restaurant 
*Meetings will be held the first Monday of every month. 

For more information call Tina at 283-7989.  
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Executive Directors Report Special Recognitions 

Member Spotlight 
 My current title is Commercial/Fleet Manager for Stanley Ford, 
Inc. in Soldotna. My primary area of responsibility is the Kenai Peninsula. 
However, I also respond to specific bid requests from all over the State of 
Alaska. 
 I have to say that the thing I like the best about my job is working 
one-on-one with business people in order to facilitate their individual (and 
sometimes unique) automotive needs. Whether it’s an SUV for the boss to 
drive, a parts delivery car, or a custom flatbed truck with a crane like the 
one we had built for CISPRI, I like it all. 
 That said, I also enjoy the challenge of providing bids and ser-
vices for multiple vehicle orders. In fact, the most recent bid we were 
awarded was for over 300 trucks which are destined for BP Exploration (Alaska) in Prudhoe Bay – now that is exciting stuff! 
And the Stanley team is always up to the task to make sure we can deliver too. 
 For the record, I have 10 years automotive experience in Commercial, Fleet, Internet, Business Development Cen-
ter (BDC), and Sales Management. I hold Ford Master Certifications for Commercial Accounts Manager (BPN), Commer-
cial F&I Manager (BPN), Commercial Truck Sales, Customer Relations Manager, Internet Sales Specialist, and Sales Man-
ager. 

 I am available at the dealership for 10am to 7pm Tuesday through 
Friday (except for Chamber luncheons that is) and from 9am to 6pm on Satur-
day. Feel free to give me a call or just stop on by. Advice, (a.k.a. Automotive 
101), is always free, and so is the coffee! 

Thank You Chamber Lunch Door Prize Donors:  
Steve Hansen of Tesoro, Robert Peterkin of Kenai River Brown Bears Hockey, Per-
forming Arts Society, Jocelyn of Phone Directories Company, Robyn Sullins and Matt 
Wilson of KSRM, Larry Porter of Challenger Learning Center, Paul Gauthier of An-
chorage Daily News, Tim Redder of Wells Fargo, Mayor Pat Porter, Ron Malston of 
Malston’s Old Town Trophies, Kenai Watershed Forum, Era Aviation, Dena Cunning-
ham of McDonald’s, and Ricky 
Geese of Kenai River Sportfishing 
Association.  
Thank You Split-the-Pot Donors - 
Thanks to our Split-the-Pot  
donors we were able to raise 
$403 for the Scholarship Fund in 
February.  Special thanks to the winners for donated their winnings back!   

Our luncheons are held 
at the Kenai Merit Inn on 

Willow Street, at noon 
on Wednesdays.  Join us 
for great food provided 
by Charlotte’s and infor-
mative presentations by 

featured speakers.  More 
information at 

www.kenaichamber.org.  

Weekly  
Luncheons 

MARCH 
SPEAKERS 

Mar. 11, 2009 

Mar. 18, 2009 

Mar. 25, 2009 

Mar. 31, 2009 

Speaker: Jane Stein and 
Kathy Gensel, Kenai 

Foundation 

MEMBER SPOTLIGHT 
LUNCHEON 

Call 283-7989 for more 
information 

Speaker: Merrill Sikorski 
Topic: Caring for the 

Kenai 

Joint Chamber  
Luncheon 

Speaker: Mark Hamil-
ton, President of Univ. 

of Alaska 
Location: Challenger 

Learning Center 

Chamber Office Staff 
Tina Baldridge, Executive Director 

Gloria Ungrue, Executive Assistant 

Lynn Zeihmer & Willa Tallman, Office Assistant 

Kenai Merit Inn - Thank you for hosting our 
luncheons in your banquet room.  
Charlotte’s - Thank you for the great food 
and service at our weekly 
luncheons.  

Find a copy of our Monthly Focus Newsletter at www.kenaichamber.org  

Mar. 4, 2009 

Speaker: Judith Crotty, 
Wells Fargo 

Topic: Corporate Social 
Responsibility 

 
Special Announcements 
from Kenai River Brown 
Bears and CPGH/CES.  

 Job shadow was a great success this year!  On Tuesday, Feb. 24, we had about 120 students from the Kenai Cen-
tral High School Junior class that shadowed businesses in Kenai, Nikiski, Soldotna, Kasilof, and even Anchorage!  This was 
the 15th year the Kenai Chamber has partnered with Kenai Central High School and the 
Peninsula Job Center to provide this valuable program for the junior class of KCHS.  It 
provides the students a unique opportunity to shadow a professional within the field they 
wish to pursue, or think they want to pursue, to determine if that is indeed what they want 
to do after high school and/or college.  We were fortunate this year to have also part-
nered with Kenai Rotary Club on matching all 120 students with business hosts.  We look 
forward to continuing our partnership with them in order to expand the program and cre-
ate awareness throughout the peninsula.   
 Following their morning shadow experience, the students and hosts joined us at 
chamber lunch at the Kenai Christian Church.  We heard a proclamation by Student 
Mayor, Mya Johnson and presentations from Meggie Steinbeck, Aaron Agosti, Andy 
Kircher, and Phil Daniel, former students of KCHS and Soldotna High School.  Three of 
the four talked about their experience with the Job Shadow Program and how it opened 
their eyes to what they wanted to do after high school.  Andy Kircher, graduate of Sol-
dotna High School, wasn’t offered the Job Shadow program at his school, however when 
he graduated from high school he enrolled at KPC and completed his two-year Instrument 
Technology degree and is now working as an Instrument Tech at Tesoro in Nikiski.  .  They 
all had great success stories to share.  
 After 15 years of success, we look forward to many more years of offering this 
program to today’s youth.  Special thanks to our volunteers, committee members, coordi-
nators, donors, and business hosts!   
(See inside for a complete list of everyone that contributed to this year’s Job Shadow Day) 
 
Sincerely,  
 
 
Tina Baldridge, Executive Director 

SUN MON TUE WED THU FRI SAT 

1  2  
Ambassadors 
Meet  
12‐1p.m. @ 
406  
Restaurant 

3  4  
Chamber 
Luncheon 

5  6  7 

8 
Daylight 
Savings 

9  10 
Board  
Meeting 

11  
Chamber 
Luncheon 

12  13  14 

15  16  17  18 
Chamber 
Luncheon 

19  20  21 

22  23  
Newsletter 
Inserts and 
Ads Due 

24  25  
Chamber 
Luncheon 

26  27 
Bowling  
Tournament 
Registration 
Due 

28 

29  30  31 
JOINT 
CHAMBER 
LUNCHEON 

April 1  
NO  
LUNCHEON 

April 2  April 3  April 4 
Up Your Alley 
Bowling Tour‐
nament 

March 2009 

Membership Drive Week 

You could spotlight your business here 
by dropping your business card in the 

jar at the next chamber luncheon! 

MARCH BUSINESS  
AFTER HOURS 

BLOCK PARTY!!! 
Tuesday, March 24th 

5:00 - 7:00PM 
 

Location: Kenai Merit 
Inn banquet room and 
surrounding businesses 

 
Participating businesses 

include Waddell & 
Reed, Stewart Title, 

Charlotte’s Catering 
and the Kenai Merit Inn. 

 
Prizes, food and  

networking!   
Come join us!  


