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Executive Directors Report Chamber News 
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Thank You New and  
Renewing Members 

• President, Penny Furnish,  
 Stewart Title 
• Vice President, Mark 

Graves, Lynden Transport 
• Secretary/Treasurer,  
 Jason Carroll, First   
 National Bank Alaska 
• Past President, Steve  
      Hansen, Tesoro  
• Milt Allen, Udelhoven  
 Oilfield Services 
• Dr. Dennis Swarner,  
 Kenai Vision Center 
• Scott Griffith,  
 XTO Energy 
• Charlotte Legg,       

Charlotte’s Catering 
• Roy Wells, Waddell & 

Reed 
• Deb Milam, First  
 American Title Insurance 

May Issue / 2009 

Kenai Chamber of Commerce 
402 Overland Avenue 
Kenai, AK 99611 
 
 
 
Phone: 907-283-7989 
Fax: 907-283-7183 
Email: info@kenaichamber.org 
www.kenaichamber.org  

I think it’s safe to say that spring is in the air!  And with every spring comes the Kenai 
Chamber of Commerce’s Annual Up Your Alley Bowling Tournament.  This year’s event 
was held on April 4th and was a great success.  The theme was ‘Flash Back to the 50’s’ 
and the evening was alive with 50’s tunes, creative costumes and team names!  
 
We would like to thank all of our team sponsors: Arby’s, Radio Shack, Beacon Occupa-
tional Health & Safety Services (The Beacon Bombardiers),Cloud & Ribelin Real Estate (The 
Pin Heads), Udelhoven Oilfield System Services, Era Aviation, Rainbow Bar (Hollywood 
Knights), Stanley Chrysler (The Greasers), Kassik’s Kenai Brew Stop, Kenai Fire Department 
(The T-Birds), Lynden Transport, Stewart Title, Tesoro, Twin Cities Veterinary (The Strikers 
and The Pink Ladies), Waddell & Reed (The Bee Bops), XTO Energy (The Wild Ones and 
Rebels Without a Cause), Freedom Realty (Dippity Doo), Peninsula Clarion, Espresso Barn 
(The Bean Babes), M & J Plumbing & Heating (Bowl Me Tender), and Peterkin Distributors. 
 
Congratulations to first place winner Beacon Occupational Health & Safety Services, sec-
ond place winner Rainbow Bar, third place winner Arby’s and the Best Dressed 50’s Team, 
Cloud & Ribelin Real Estate.  Special thanks to those that contributed to the evenings suc-
cess: Roy Wells for emceeing and constructing our jail, Sheriff Penny Furnish, Kelly Gifford, 
Ginger Ribelin, Wendy Bass, Bernie Smith, Judy Cloud, Brandon Pilatti, Gloria Ungrue,  
Willa Tallman, Jason and Julie Carroll, Steve Hansen, Mark Graves, Milt Allen, Deb Milam, 
Shane Rogers, Stan Holguin, Alaska Cab for providing free cab service, Alaska Lanes for 
hosting and Subway for providing the food. Thanks for the door prize donations from Alas-
kan Lodge, Alaska Wildland Adventures, Burger Bus, Country Liquor, Elite Health & Fitness, 
Uptown Motel, NAPA Auto Parts, Spenard Builders Supply, Stewart Title, The Funky Monkey, 
Kenai River Brown Bears Hockey, Espresso Barn, Alaska Sea Life Center, Candy 
Bouquet, Kassik’s Kenai Brew Stop, Karlene’s Acupuncture and Day Spa, Curves, The 406 
Sportsman’s Lodge, ERA Aviation, Waddell & Reed, Tesoro Alaska Petroleum, Kenai Fjords 
Tours, Kenai Golf Course, Kaladi Brothers, First American Title, Udelhoven Oilfield System 
Services, ConocoPhillips and anyone we may have missed mentioning, we appreciate all of 
you! It was a great event and we are already looking forward to next year’s tournament!  
Thank you, 
 

MMONTHLYONTHLY  FFOCUSOCUS  

Thank You Renewing Members 
Hal Smalley 
CNK Computer Solutions 
Fred Braun, Freedom Realty 
Alaskan Lodge, LLC 
Uncle Lloyd's  
Carol Brenkle, Attorney at Law 

AT&T Alascom 
American Legion Post 20 
Alaska Premier Realty 
Superior Electric Motor Service 
Kenai Peninsula Builders Association 
Alaska Power Pops 

PHOTOS INSIDE! 

Aimm Technologies 
Alaska State Parks 
Big Dipper Car Wash 
Burdick, Sharon 
Herricks Aero-Auto-Aqua Repair Service 
Hunger Hut 
L&J Enterprises Excavating, Inc. 
Lighthouse Community Church 
Nikiski Building Supply 
Nikiski Hair, Nails & Supply 

Nikiski North Star Elementary 
Nikiski Post Office 
Nikiski Senior Citizens 
Ocean Beauty Seafoods, Inc. 
Roger Pearson 
Steve's Chevron Service, Inc. 

Welcome New Members 
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Chamber News Special Recognitions 

Member Spotlight 
 Kenai Vision Clinic has been serving the Kenai Peninsula since 1967, with Dr. Dennis Swarner joining in 
1975 and Dr. Robert O’Connell in 1977. In 2004, we joined Vision Source, a network of premier optometrists 
through out the United States and Canada, with their goal matching our goal of providing the highest quality 
vision care to our patients. 
 To further our goals, in the past few years we have added some incredible diagnostic equipment the 
Optomap, which gives up to a 200 degree view of the retina without dilating the eye, the GDx optic nerve head 
scan, aiding glaucoma detection, and the last, an Aberrometer, which measures the higher order aberrations 
which distorts vision. This allows us to order iZon lenses that provide 
clearer vision than previously were available.  Our commitment is to 
continue to provide the quality you deserve, and to be the best vision 
care provider in Alaska. 

Thank You Chamber Lunch Door Prize Donors:  
Tesoro, Marathon, Waddell & Reed, First American Title Company, Stewart Title, 
Udelhoven Oilfield System Services, Kenai Convention & Visitors Bureau, Mayor Pay 
Porter, ConocoPhillips and Edward Jones.  
Thank You Split-the-Pot Donors: 
Thanks to our Split-the-Pot  
donors we were able to raise  
$375 for the Scholarship Fund in 
April.  Special thanks to the win-
ners for donated their winnings 
back!   

Our luncheons are held at 
the Kenai Merit Inn on Wil-

low Street (unless noted 
otherwise), at noon on 

Wednesdays.  Join us for 
great food provided by 

Charlotte’s and informative 
presentations by featured 

speakers.   
More information at 

www.kenaichamber.org.  

Weekly  
Luncheons 

MAY 
SPEAKERS 

May 6, 2009 

May 13, 2009 

May 26, 2009 

Speaker: Shanon 
Hamrick, Kenai Penin-
sula Tourism Marketing 

Council  
Topic: The struggles 

Alaska and the Kenai 
Peninsula are facing in 
tourism this year and 

some possible solutions. 

Speaker:  
Brenda Ahlberg,  
Boys & Girls Club  

Topic:  Municipality 
partnerships with the 

B&G Clubs of the Kenai 
Peninsula 

Speaker: Congressman 
Don Young 

Topic: Legislative  
Update 

Location: Kenai Merit 
Inn 

* Please RSVP* 
Chamber Office Staff 

Tina Baldridge, Executive Director 

Gloria Ungrue, Executive Assistant 

Lynn Zeihmer & Willa Tallman, Office Assistant 
Find a copy of our Monthly Focus Newsletter at www.kenaichamber.org  

You could spotlight your business here 
by dropping your business card in the 

jar at the next chamber luncheon! 

SEEKING VOLUNTEER GARDENER(S) 
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce office has a beautiful rock garden filled with an array 
of flowers in the summer time.  It requires routine weeding and upkeep that we need 
help with.  If you are interested or you know someone interested in taking on this project 
this summer, please contact Tina at 283-7989 or email tina@kenaichamber.org.   

SEEKING COMMITTEE  
MEMBERS FOR 4TH OF JULY 

We are kicking off plans for 4th of 
July and are currently seeking indi-
viduals to help with event planning 
and day of coordination.  Please 

contact us at 283-7989 or by 
emailing info@kenaichamber.org if 
you are interested in participating. 

JOIN THE AMBASSADORS TEAM!  
The Kenai Chamber of Commerce is proud to 

launch a new Chamber Ambassadors Program.  
This is a great opportunity to get involved in 
chamber events and gain exposure.  We are 
always seeking new ambassadors to join our 

team.  If you are interested, please join us at an 
upcoming meeting  

or call Tina at 283-7989.  
Next Meeting 

DATE: May 4th TIME: 12:00PM   
LOCATION: 406 Restaurant 

*Meetings will be held the first Monday of every 
month.  For more information call 283-7989.  

May 20, 2009 

Speaker: Kenai  
Watershed Forum 

Topic: Bird Viewing Plat-
form Grand Opening 

Celebration  
(On location) 

BUSINESS AFTER HOURS 
BLOCK PARTY! 

 
DATE: TUESDAY, MAY 12 

TIME: 5:00 - 7:00PM 
LOCATION:  

Edward Jones,  
McDonald’s and  

Aspen Extended Stay Suites 
 

Join us for food, fun,  
networking and prizes! 

 
For more information, 
please call 283-7989.  May 2009 

Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

     1 2  
Clean-Up 
Begins 

3 4  
Ambassadors 
Meet 12PM 
@ 406  
Restaurant 

5 State 
Chamber 
Legislative 
Wrap-Up 

6  
Chamber 
Luncheon 

7 
Lowe’s 
Grand 
Opening 

8 9  
Clean-Up 
BBQ @ 
Park Strip 

10 11 12  
Business 
After Hours 
5-7PM 

13 
Chamber 
Luncheon 

14 15 16 

17 18 
 

19 
 

20 
Chamber 
Luncheon 
OFF SITE 

21 22 
Newsletter 
Inserts 
Due 

23  
*Kenai Soap 
Box Derby - 
Spruce St. @ 
noon 
*Saturday 
Market 
Opens 

24 25  
Memorial 
Day - Cham-
ber Office 
Closed  

26 
Joint  
Kenai/
Soldotna 
Luncheon 

27 
NO 
LUNCH 

28 29 30   
Kenai Air 
Fair 
Noon-3pm 

31       

KENAI PENINSULA CLEAN-UP ~ MAY 2-9 
It’s that time of year again when the snow is melting and 
summer is just around the corner!  Unfortunately, as the 
snow melts, the trash appears.  Join us in making our city 

shine during the Kenai Peninsula Clean-Up. 
Trash Bags available (May 2nd) at Kenai Chamber  

Office, Soldotna Chamber Office, and  
Nikiski Post Office.  

   Free Appreciation BBQ: 
Saturday May 9th     11:30 - 2:30 pm 

Kenai: Soft Ball green strip off Main St. 
Soldotna:  Soldotna Sports Center * Nikiski: Hockey Rink/

Pool on May 16th  
*A boys & girls bicycle will be drawn for children 10 and un-

der that help in Clean -Up 

The State of Alaska has provided medallions 
commemorating our state’s 50th celebration 
that can be used for fundraising.  Medallions 
are available for sale to non-
profit organizations ONLY. 
What a great auction item for 
your next fundraiser!  
Cost is $50 each.   
Limited quantity available.  
Contact Bonnie Golden at the 
Kenai Peninsula Borough to get yours today 
by emailing bgolden@borough.kenai.ak.us.    

2009 Central Peninsula Garden Club “Workshop Weekends” - 
Every Friday and Saturday in May — Call Marion Nelson 283-4632 

for more information. 

Kenai Merit Inn - Thank you for hosting our 
luncheons in your banquet room.  
Charlotte’s - Thank you for the great food 
and service at our weekly 
luncheons.  

PARADE AND 
BOOTH FORMS 

ENCLOSED!!! 

4TH OF JULY PARADE THEME ~ “THE 49TH TURNS 50!” 
PARADE AND VENDOR BOOTH FORMS ENCLOSED 


